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One of my favorite Masonic insults I 
hear bandied about periodically is 

“Masons are becoming Rotarians. . .with 
ritual.” Th e implied slander is that we are 
becoming a lunch group with a bit of ritu-
al and pageantry on top. 

But as a Rotarian myself, Masons should 
be pleased to be called Rotarians. . . with 
ritual. Th e Rotary was created in 1905 
with the idea that a meeting rotated to 
the offi  ce of a member in a diff erent fi eld 
– this week at the lawyer’s offi  ce, next 
week at the banker’s, the week aft er at the 
stockbrokers. Over time, it met at a hotel 
or restaurant banquet room. Following 
the motto “Service Above Self,” mem-
bers got involved in community proj-
ects, undertaking beautifi cation projects, 
funding park trails, scholarships, disease 
eradication, and hundreds of more. Like 
Masons, the Rotary (and Kiwanis, Lions, 

Optimists, and other service clubs) had 
membership in the millions and if you were 
a businessman, you were expected to be ac-
tive in a service club or fraternal group. 

Masonry, however, was not a service club 
traditionally. We met in the Lodge, con-
ducted business, off ered education to the 
membership, provided relief for our wid-
ows and orphans, and maybe provided 
some philanthropy to the community. 

Aft er the Morgan Aff air decimated Ma-
sonic ranks in the 1830s and 1840s, Free-
masonry embraced a mantle of respect-
able Christianity and became compatible 
to ministers whose embrace of the Craft  
opened the doors to wider appeal in the 
decades following the Civil War. But 
make no mistake, Freemasonry was not 
originally about community service and 
community philanthropy.

It wasn’t until the Rotary and other ser-
vice clubs growth in the early 20th cen-
tury that Masons followed suit with 
elements of community service and 
philanthropy. It is no coincidence that 
the Masonic Home was incorporated in 
1888 for our own members’ welfare, but 
the fi rst Shriners Hospital was founded in 
1922 in Shreveport, Louisiana, during the 
heyday of service groups.

Freemasons and Rotary - more in 
common than diff erence
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Mar 2 .................................. Breakfast with the Grand Master (L)
Mar 3 .............Scottish Rite Broadway Series: On Your Feet! (O)
Mar 9 .............................................. Hastings Spring Reunion (H)
Mar 6, 13, 20, 27 .......................Wednesday Masonic Lunch (H)
Mar 7, 14, 21, 28 ............................Th ursday Masonic Lunch (L)
Mar 29 ....................Scottish Rite Broadway Series: Jay Leno (O)
Mar 29, Apr 5, Apr 12 ..................................Fish Fry Fridays (O)
Apr 7 ..................................................................Spaghetti Feed (H)
Apr 12-13 .......................................... Lincoln Spring Reunion (L)
Apr 12-13 ........................................ Alliance Spring Reunion (A)
Apr 3, 10, 17, 24 ........................Wednesday Masonic Lunch (H)
Apr 4, 11, 18, 25 .............................Th ursday Masonic Lunch (L)
Apr 26 ............Central High School cornerstone dedication (O)
Apr 28 ...........Scottish Rite Broadway Series: School of Rock (O) 
May 2, 3, 4.........................................Omaha Spring Reunion (O)
May 4 ................................................... Kentucky Derby Party (O)
May 8, 15, 22, 29 .......................Wednesday Masonic Lunch (H)
May 9, 16, 23, 30 ............................Th ursday Masonic Lunch (L)
Jun 2 ................. Scottish Rite Broadway Series: Miss Saigon (O)
Jun 23 ...................................................WalkRite for RiteCare (O)
Jun TBD ...................................RiteCare Classic Golf Benefi t (O)
Jun 5, 12, 19, 26 .........................Wednesday Masonic Lunch (H)
Jun 6, 13, 20, 27 ..............................Th ursday Masonic Lunch (L)
Jul 3, 10, 17, 24. 31 ....................Wednesday Masonic Lunch (H)
Jul 11, 18, 25 ...................................Th ursday Masonic Lunch (L)

Lodge of Perfection meetings:
Alliance, 4th Friday of each month

Mar 20, Apr 2, May 24, June 28, July 26, Aug 23

Hastings, 1st Tuesday of each month
Mar 5, Apr 26, May 7, June 4, July 2, Aug 6

Lincoln, 3rd Wednesday of each month
Mar 22, Apr 17, May 22, June 19, July 17, Aug 21

Omaha, 3rd Monday of each month
Mar 18, Apr 15, May 20, June 17, July 15, Aug 18

For more information
contact the General Secretary in your Valley

Gene Gatti (Alliance)  ............................................ (308) 762-4324

Phil Odom (Hastings) ............................................ (402) 462-5813

Bruce Wood (Lincoln) ........................................... (402) 435-2144

John Maxell (Omaha) ............................................. (402) 342-1300

The holidays are over and things are getting busy here at the 
Alliance Scottish Rite. When we started working with Com-

munity Table to feed hungry people, we got around 6 people at a 
meal back in October. Now we get 40 at a meal, with up to 50 at 
month’s end. Th is really shows the need here in the Panhandle, 
and I’m proud that the Scottish Rite can support Community 
Table’s mission to feed hungry families. I’m working to reor-
ganize the kitchen space to make room for Community Table 
supplies. Th e quilters who meet here donated a quilt for a raffl  e, 
which raised around $750 for Community Table. 

Th e quilters will donate a 80x96” handmade quilt for the Scot-
tish Rite, and we will raffl  e it off  with the drawing at the Spring 
Reunion at the banquet on April 12th. Call me for raffl  e tickets 
($1/each or 6 for $5), and please help spread the word. We will 
name the Spring Reunion on April 12-13th the Robert Phil-
lip, 33° Memorial Reunion in honor of Bob, whom we lost last 
Fall. Please reach out to potential Scottish Rite Masons and help 
them with their search for more Masonic knowledge and educa-
tion. Come by the Reunion, watch some Degrees, help out, and 
catch up with Brethren from around the Panhandle. 

As we get closer to Spring weather, we are looking at moving our 
meetings around, so if you want to host a Scottish Rite meeting 
in your community please let me know. I hope to see you at our 
meetings and Reunions!

~ Gene Gatti, 33°
General Secretary, Valley of Alliance

gene123@mail.com

Valley of Alliance, Nebraska

SCOTTISHSCOTTISH RITERITE
April 12-13,  2019April 12-13,  2019

Reunion

Th e Spring Reunion is coming up on April 12-13, 2019! Plan 
to drop by, watch the Degrees, and welcome our new 32° 
Princes of the Royal Secret. 



Leadership Hastings is a program through the Hastings Chamber of Commerce that 
“fosters the community’s quality of life through leadership development, awareness 

enhancement, and community involvement.” Program participants meet and explore is-
sues and challenges in the areas of agriculture, business, culture, education, government, 
health, human services, law, and recreation.

In January, Leadership Hastings participants visited the Hastings Masonic Center to learn 
about Freemasonry, the Scottish Rite, Shrine, and York Rite, what we do and our philan-
thropies. Th ey joined us for our Wednesday lunch, and were introduced to Kris Althouse 
in the RiteCare Clinic to learn about our RiteCare speech therapy program. Th ey reported 
that “Kris does an amazing job as a speech pathology for our children.” 

We even had one member express an interest in Masonry!
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RE UN ON
WEEKEND

SAVE  THE  DATE

Valley of Hastings

MARCH 9th

2019
facebook.com/HastingsScottishRite

2019-2020 Reunions
March 9 ........................ Spring 2019 Reunion
October 12 ........................ Fall 2019 Reunion
March 7 ........................ Spring 2020 Reunion
October 10 ........................ Fall 2020 Reunion

Phil Odom welcomes Leadership Hastings participants and gives them a tour of the 
Hastings Masonic Center. 

“Kris does an amazing job as a speech pathologist for area 
children” ~Leadership Hastings

Sunday
April 7, 2019
11 AM - 2 PM

Hastings Masonic CenterHastings Masonic Center
411 N. Hastings Avenue411 N. Hastings Avenue
Hastings, NebraskaHastings, Nebraska

$8/plate
Free for Children 4 & under
to-go plates available

spaghetti & meatballs
salad, bread, and 

dessert

Dan Deffenbaugh, 32° Elected to Lead Hastings 
Valley as Venerable Master

On Tuesday, January 8, 2019 
Daniel G. Deff enbaugh, 

32®, was installed along with 
other offi  cers to lead the Hast-
ings Valley during the 2019 
year as Venerable Master of the 
Lodge of Perfection. Dan began 
his Masonic journey in 2010 
joining Hastings Lodge #50 
where he served three terms as 
Master. 

Brother Deff enbaugh is the past Chair of 
the Philosophy and Religion Department 
at Hastings College. He currently is em-
ployed at Central Community College, 
Hastings campus, as the Associate Dean 
of Instructions and Academic Education.

Dan regularly presents at the 
Valley’s Feast of Tishri pro-
grams and moderates a “Scot-
tish Rite Education” time before 
each monthly meeting.

Scottish Rite meetings are on 
the fi rst Tuesday of each month. 
Please join us for a great meet-
ing, fellowship and education!

Th e Offi  cers for 2019 are:

Lodge of Perfection .......Dan Deff enbaugh, 32°
Chapter of Rose Croix............Randy Jones, 33°
Council of Kadosh ...............Monte Malouf, 33°
Consistory ............................ George White, 33°
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SAVE THE DATE

LINCOLN SPRING
REUNION
APR 12-13, 2019

www.ScottishRiteLincoln.orgGAME1

Knight Commander Andy Searchord, 32° (center) with the two newest 
Knights of St. Andrew Bob Philipps, 32° (left ) and Don Albrecht, 32° (right)

On the evening of December 17th, 2018 Don Albrecht, 32° and 
Robert Philipps, 32° two well-deserving Scottish Rite Breth-

ren, were received into the ranks of Knighthood, accompanying full 
membership of the Valley of Lincoln Knights of Saint Andrew, enti-
tling them to all of the rights and privileges thereof.  Th rough their 
hard work, dedication, and resourcefulness, Don and Robert have 
rejuvenated Masonic education to the Valley of Lincoln and lent a 
great deal of aid and talent to the membership.  Th eir good deeds 
and regular participation are proudly counted amongst the prosper-
ous contributions in the works of the Lincoln Chapter KSA.

~Andy Seachord, 32°
Knight Commander

aseachord@gmail.com

KSA Welcomes Two New Brethren in 
Impressive Knighting Ceremony

Bob and Jennifer Kruse catered, serving grilled 
steaks, peas and tatties in a white cream sauce, 
followed by Scottish iced cranachan, a wonderful 
dessert made by Joni Bennett, made with heavy

Scotland Comes to Valley of Lincoln with the 
annual Robert Burns Celebration

cream, fl avored with 
honey and whiskey, and 
drizzled with raspberry 
sauce and toasted oats. 

Guests purchased raffl  e 
tickets for great items 
including Scottish short-
bread, teas, wines, choco-
lates, cookies and scones 
which raised $615 for 
the RiteCare Speech 
and Language Clinic. 

Th e traditional Toast to 
the Lassies was given by 
Ward Shire’s grandson 
Max Wanser. Not to be 
outdone, the Reply to 
the Laddies was given by 
Mike Lagueux’s grand-
daughter Shelby Lagueux. 

Aft er several more tra-
ditional Scottish songs, 
Th ose Two led the guests 
in singing Th e Part-
ing Glass to close out 
a great evening. Next 
year’s Burns Dinner will 
be on January 25, 2020. 

Scotland’s national poet 
Robert Burns is still 

celebrated for his poetry 
and music more than 220 
years aft er his death at 
age 37. Th e Lincoln Scot-
tish Rite celebrated the 
Ploughman Poet and 
Freemason on Saturday, 
January 26th with the an-
nual Burns Night dinner.

Th e evening was spon-
sored by the Knights of St. 
Andrew, who welcomed 96 
guests for a great evening.  

Aft er a welcome by our 
emcee, Don Albrecht, 32°, 
Ed Bennett, 32° gave the 
Selkirk Grace and invo-
cation. Under an arch of 
steel, bagpiper Dr. Jimmy 
Shelbourn, piped in the 
Knights of St. Andrew, 
who then proceeded into 
the dining room with the 
guest of honor - the haggis!

Ed read Burns immor-
tal Ode to a Haggis, with 
Andy Seachord, 32° 
Knight Master of the KSA 
stabbing the “Great chief-
tain o’ the pudding-race”.

Visit www.ScottishRiteLincoln.org/news for photos
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Fall, 2018 Reunion 

Back row (L to R): AJ Johnson, 33°, General Director of Degrees, Paul Rutherford, 33° Class Direc-
tor, Robert King, 32° - Class Secretary, Dustin Johnson, 32° – Class President, Salvatore Politi, 32° 
– Class Treasurer,  Dontar Lewis, 32° – Class Orator, Rick Gilmore, 33° Asst. Class Director, MW 
Dennis Rix, 32° KCCH.

Front row (L to R): Micah Evans, 33°, Orient Development Director, Donald Leu, 32°, Venerable 
Master of KSA, Charles Sohm, 32° KCCH Wise Master Chapter of Rose Croix, Chris Nigro, 32°, 
Venerable Master of Lodge Perfection, David E. Meinzer, 32° KCCH Venerable Master of Omaha 
Consistory, Steve Zimmerman, 32° Eminent Commander Council Kadosh, MW John T. Maxell, 33° 
General Secretary. 

2019 Scottish Rite Officers Installed

Venerable Master Don Leu, 32° wel-
comed Knights of St. Andrew and 

their ladies to the annual Membership 
Appreciation Dinner on Friday, January 
11, 2019. Th is year, the KSA hosted the 
evening, serving prime rib or chicken to 
more than 50 guests. 

Charles V. Sederstrom, Jr., 33°, SGIG in 
Nebraska, spoke about the value of the 
KSA and that members have contributed 
over $50,000 back to the Valley over the 
last 17 years, while engaging new “black 
hats” and developing their leadership 
skills. Don Leu presented Chuck a patent 
as an honorary Knight of St. Andrew.

Don then presented the Dennis P. Sam-
uelson Award, which  recognizes 32° 
“Black Hat” members who have dem-
onstrated exceptional service and lead-
ership. Th is year’s recipients were Jim 
Flowers, 32° and T.J. Brumfi eld, 32°, 
recognized for volunteering for gigs, 
the “Chain Gang” highway clean up 
crew, and supporting Valley events. 14 
KSA members have received the high-
est award given by the Omaha KSA.

Don then presented service stars to new 
members who have volunteered at rent-
als and events, including Chuck Davis, 
who earned two bronze stars for work-
ing 11 gigs and Dennis Newman, who 
received 1 bronze star for six gigs.

Don knighted 9 new members, and pre-
sented them their patents as Knights of 
St. Andrew. If you are interested in join-
ing the Knights of St. Andrew, talk to any 
member or visit http://www.scottishrite-
omaha.org/ksa.

Annual Membership 
Dinner and Dennis P. 
Samuelson Award

Knights of St. Andrew

Paul Rutherford, 33°, served as Install-
ing Master on January 21, 2019 and 

installed the offi  cers of the Lodge of Per-
fection, Chapter of Rose Croix, Council of 
Kadosh, Consistory, as well as the Cathedral 
Board, Scottish Rite Foundation of Omaha, 
Knights of St. Andrew and the Royal Order 
of the Duck. 

Th e incoming Masters for the four Lodge 
bodies are Patrick Watson, 32°, Ken Bun-
nell, Jr., 32° KCCH, Wade Ridout, 32° 
KCCH, and Chuck Wood, 32° KCCH, with 
Bob Pelletier, 32° serving as Venerable Mas-
ter for the Knights of St. Andrew and Zack 
Powell, 32° as Flight Commander for the 
Royal Order of the Duck.

Aft er a beautiful installation ceremony, 
offi  cers, their ladies, guests and Brethren 
enjoyed a catered dinner in the ballroom. 
Patrick Watson served as Master of Cer-
emonies for the dinner, and recognized of-
fi cers, out-going offi  cers, Past Masters, and 
Grand Lodge offi  cers. R.W. Ron Stites, 33°, 
Grand Senior Warden brought greetings 
from the Grand Lodge.

Over the last several years, the Line Offi  -
cers Guild has taken a greater responsibil-
ity for planning and executing events and 
fundraisers in the Valley of Omaha Scottish 
Rite. Th is past year, Council of Kadosh was 
recognized as the most engaged line of offi  -
cers who have stepped up to lead and serve. 
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One of the best-attend-
ed and most popular 

events of the year is the Valley 
of Omaha Christmas banquet. 
Awards are given to Brethren 

who have made a signifi cant diff erence dur-
ing the year as leaders, mentors, volunteers, 
as well as a few “rubber chickens,” given for 
members who have done something wor-
thy of a good laugh. 

Th is past December, the Lodge of Perfec-
tion offi  cers hosted the Christmas banquet, 
beginning the evening with a holiday-
theme debate with Lee Terry, 33° and Hal 
Daub, 33°. Th ey debated whether Christ-
mas makes children greedy, with Lee as-
serting that the holidays promoted greedy 
behavior in kids and Hal taking the view 
against it. Once again, Hal carried the vote 
with his view that there was nothing inher-
ent in Christmas that caused greed in chil-
dren. 

Aft er an entertaining debate, almost 100 
guests enjoyed a soup dinner prepared by 
the Culinary Masters. Chris Nigro, 32° 
KCCH and the offi  cers of the Lodge of Per-
fection began by recognizing Don “Pete” 
Peterson, 32° as Ambassador. Pete has 
brought in numerous Brethren, and always 
represents the Scottish Rite and Freema-
sonry wherever he goes. 

Jim Flowers, 32° received the Exemplary 
Service award, acknowledging his service 
to the Valley setting up the trains each year 
at Christmas, volunteering with the KSA 
and fundraisers, and extraordinary engage-
ment in the Valley. Patrick Graves, 32° was 
recognized with the Mentor award, always 
taking time to teach the theater computer, 
sound and light board equipment to Breth-
ren who want to get involved in the sound 
room at Reunions. 

Bob Pelletier, 32° was recognized for his 
leadership, serving as a line offi  cer in the 
Chapter of Rose Croix and the Knights of 
St. Andrew, taking the lead on membership 
and retention calls, volunteering for gigs, 
and jumping in wherever needed. 

For his incredible and dramatic acting in 
the 9°-10°, 17° and 21° Degrees, Mitch In-
man, 32° was given the Best Actor award. 
Th e 14th Degree team was named the Best 
Degree of the Fall Reunion and Michael 
Corales, 32° was recognized by the Stage 
Crew. Jim Leedham, 33° received an award 
for his years of managing the sound at Re-
unions, and Justin Salado, 32° received an 
award from the Royal Order of the Duck. 

Hal Daub, 33° received the SGIG’s Appre-
ciation award for all he has done to support 
the Scottish Rite through philanthropy, 

Dustin Johnson, 32° with wife Kristie and children with St. Nicholas at the Christmas Banquet 

SCOTTISH RITE HOSTS ANNUALSCOTTISH RITE HOSTS ANNUAL

Christmas Awards Banquet
even

of Om

the Ethics debates, the Friends Dinner 
and more for many, many years. Andrew 
Muska, 32° was given the General Secre-
tary’s Award for his service as a line offi  cer, 
a member of the Scottish Rite Foundation 
of Omaha Board and as the 2018 Scottish 
Rite Fellow. Michael Precella, 32° received 
the Service Award for all he does, includ-
ing managing the Wardrobe Room during 
Reunions. 

Venerable Master Chris Nigro called up 
Bob Jeff us, 32° to present him his 50-year 
certifi cate and pin, which his wife Lorraine 
pinned to his lapel. Th e Job’s Daughters 
then performed the Living Cross for us. 

And of course, the guest of honor was St. 
Nicholas himself (Steve Barchus, 33°). 
Members and families enjoyed meeting 
Santa Claus and getting their picture taken. 
A freewill basket was available, and Santa 
raised over $150 for the Almoner’s Fund. 

Make sure you’re not on Santa’s naughty list 
for the next Christmas banquet on Decem-
ber 16, 2019. 

Top: Hal Daub employs a prop to help win the Christ-
mas debate; Middle; Armel MacDonald presents the 
Ambassador award to Don Peterson; Bottom: the 
young women of Job’s Daughters with St. Nicholas
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Membership, continued

Rotarians recycling Christmas trees in January

My Rotary Club is a small club with 25 
members. We meet each week for conviv-
ial lunch and to hear a speaker. We work 
with the First Responders Foundation, 
have funded ice machines for fi re stations, 
installed fi re alarms in homes, provided 
scholarships, helped recycle Christmas 
trees aft er the holidays, provided snack 
trays to the 911 Call Center employees on 
Th anksgiving day, and rang bells for the 
Salvation Army. And this is a small Club! 

You should see what big clubs like Oma-
ha’s Suburban and Downtown Rotary do! 
Some clubs do even more than that in 
smaller communities like Norfolk, North 
Platte and Columbus! Some of these Ro-
tary Clubs in smaller towns are bringing 
in more new members in a month than 
Lodges do in a year - and trust me, they 
charge way more than we do as Masons! 
Calling a Mason a Rotarian should be 
taken as a compliment, not a pejorative.

The performers of Th e Camp Munroe 
Th eater Co. gave a big “howdy” to an 

audience of family and friends January 5th 
when the group performed the show “Cow-
boy Camp” at the Scottish Rite Masonic 
Center theater in Omaha. 

A collaboration between the Munroe-Mey-
er Institute’s Department of Recreational 
Th erapy and WhyArts, an art organiza-
tion based at the University of Nebraska 
at Omaha, the Camp Munroe Th eater Co. 
enjoyed its fi ft h successful outing with the

Munroe-Meyer Institute’s ‘Cowboy 
Camp’ play Celebrates Differences

performance, al-
lowing children 
and young adults 
with developmen-
tal disabilities to 
create, stage and 
perform their own 
original show.

“I describe it as a 
perfect partner-
ship,” said Carolyn 
Anderson, direc-
tor of WhyArts. 
“It’s a team work-
ing, a rhythm. And 
not only have our 
two organizations 
worked together 

for this many camps, 
but also a lot of the campers have been in-
volved in multiple camps, so it goes like a 
clock.”

Directed by Stephanie Anderson of Why-
Arts, “Cowboy Camp” tells the story of 
Avery, a cowboy who is diff erent from his 
peers but who becomes a hero despite his 
challenges when his unique qualities fend 
off  a danger to the camp.

“I just love it, it’s thrilling to watch,” Carolyn 
Anderson said.

John Keenan, UNMC public relations (john.keenan@unmc.edu

Erin Bentzinger, director of the camp, 
agreed that, fi ve shows in, many perform-
ers are more seasoned. “Th e kids know 
what they’re getting into, no one’s really 
nervous,” she said. “Th ey all know they’re 
going to be helping to write the play and 
fi gure out their dance moves -- so it seems 
a lot easier.”

In the lobby aft er the show, Troy Kostal 
again demonstrated a magic trick with 
rope that had proved a crowd favorite dur-
ing the show, this time for an audience of 
two -- his parents.

“I like to have fun,” Troy said. “And I love 
being a cowboy, a lot.”

Pat and Brenda Kostal loved the show, as 
well.

“We started a long time ago going to the 
Munroe-Meyer summer camps, and when-
ever these types of opportunities come up, 
he loves to participate, especially in theater 
and dance,” Brenda said.

“It’s great to watch all these young men, 
women and kids get out there and perform, 
get up on stage,” Pat added. “Th ey don’t get 
many opportunities to do that.” 

But I’m not here to talk about the Rotary 
in a Masonic publication. I’m here to talk 
about what is working. Let’s take those 
things that Rotarians do well. Are we re-
membering to have greeters welcome mem-
bers when they come to Scottish Rite or the 
Lodge? When a Mason walks into Lodge, 
is he greeted or does he have to break 
into the small clusters of Brethren talking 

amongst themselves? When I go to Ro-
tary, a greeter warmly takes my hand, 
claps me on the shoulder and brings me 
to where the members are meeting and 
inserts me into their conversation. When 
the Lodge has a service project, we pas-
sively wait for members to sign-up. At 
Rotary, we ask face-to-face. It must mean 
something when I look forward to stand-
ing outside in -5° weather at the park for 
two hours to recycle Christmas trees with 
my Rotary friends! Rotary is not passive 
about involving guys. Th at is part of the 
mission of Service Above Self.

Postscript: Suburban Rotary held an 
open house  at the Omaha Scottish Rite 
in January, and I hear that several Rotar-
ians expressed an interest in Masonry, 
and one member, already a Mason, want-
ed a petition for the Scottish Rite!  If that 
doesn’t demonstrate overlapping values 
and interests, I don’t know what does! 



Micah I. Evans, 33°,
Orient Development Director

(402) 342-1300
micah@SRNE.org

“ “

    Your dues change the light bulbs. 
      Your donations change the world.

The Scottish Rite Journal is published bi-monthly by the Supreme Council, 33°, Ancient and Accepted Scottish 
Rite of Freemasonry, Southern Jurisdiction, USA. The Orient of Nebraska insert is prepared for members of the 
Alliance, Hastings, Lincoln, and Omaha Valleys, and is mailed to all current Scottish Rite Freemasons in Nebraska’s 
Valleys. For submissions or articles, please contact Micah Evans at micah@SRNE.org or call (402) 342-1300. Whenever 
possible, please include a high-resolution photo with your submission. All submissions must be received at least 45 days 
before the date of publication, which occurs at the beginning of odd-numbered months. (Submissions for the May-June 
2019 Scottish Rite Journal must be received no later than mid-March for consideration.)
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VOICEGiving the Gift of

   Name                  Valley       
Charles Bukin  Lincoln
* Gary Bunnell  Omaha
Warren Cooke  Omaha
* Micah Evans  Omaha
John Ferguson  Alliance
David Fisher  Hastings
Edgar Flores  Omaha
Donald C. J. Gray  Lincoln
Robert Hamilton  Omaha
* Charles Hastings Hastings
Reginald Kuhn  Lincoln
Douglas Lottman  Lincoln
* Charlie Odorizzi Omaha
Jeff rey Passer  Omaha
* Homer Puderbaugh Lincoln
Warren Reesman  Lincoln
* Charles Sederstrom, Jr.  SGIG in NE
Jack Sheffi  eld  Omaha
Dale Whitefoot  Hastings
* Dan Wellendorf  Omaha
John Williamson  Omaha

Th anks to the generosity of numerous 
Scottish Rite Masons, Nebraska RiteC-
are children receive all the services 
they need, without regard to a fam-
ily’s ability to pay. SGIG Circle donors 
have pledged or donated $300 or more 
toward speech therapy for the year.  
Please consider a donation or pledge 
and join these Brethren in making a 
signifi cant impact on our ability to 
provide exceptional Speech Th erapy 
for Nebraska children. 

2018-2019 SGIG’s 
CIRCLE Donors

*  Charter Member SGIG Circle Donor

I try to keep up with trends in 
fundraising, and read articles 

about the future of fundraising 
and non-profi ts. Again and again, 
articles talk about digital mar-
keting, marketing automation, 
peer-to-peer giving, Generation Z 
donors (people born in 1996 and 
later), and online appeals. All true 
for most non-profi ts, but this is 
the antithesis of fundraising for 
Masons. 

First of all, the average age for 
Nebraska Scottish Rite Masons 
is 70, and 46.7% of our members 
were born 1945 or earlier with 
an additional 37% born between 
1946-1964. Exactly 3 of our 2,298 
members are Generation Z. Th ese 
numbers and percents haven’t 
changed much years. 

By no means do I discount how 
we reach out to our Millennial and 
Generation Z members. Remem-
ber, these Brethren will be the infl uencers 
in due time, and someone among this group 
may well be Grand Master or SGIG in the 
future! 

But Masonry has always been hand-to-back 
and mouth-to-ear, and I see no reason why 
fundraising should be done diff erently. Our 
Craft  isn’t conducted in tweets and posts 
and social media “likes.” It works brother-
to-brother, through personal meetings and 
conversation. Always has, always will! 

Here are the trends in fundraising which 
have worked, and continue to work, and 
which transcend generations.

Sharing our stories

We are raising money to help actual 
children who need speech therapy. 
Read their stories in the Journal or 
come to the Walks for RiteCare in 
Hastings, Lincoln, and Omaha, and 
meet the families. Learn how our 
philanthropy makes a positive im-
pact on their lives. 

You can’t help be moved when you 
learn how their personality changes 
when children with speech diffi  cul-
ties can make themselves under-
stood. Read about our scholarship 
recipients who are literally shaping 
the future through their studies or 
the Hastings and Lincoln Educators 
of the Year who are making a pro-
found diff erence in the lives of to-
morrow’s leaders. You can’t help but 
be impressed by how Scottish Rite 
philanthropy makes an immense 
impact for today and for the future.

Reaching out to members to learn what 
you want to support

Everyone gives for diff erent reasons. RiteC-
are resonates for some, and supporting the 
building preservation resonates for others. 
My job is to try to speak to members person-
ally to learn why you give, what you want to 
support, and how you want to support our 
philanthropies. 

Fundraising evolves and changes, but what 
never changes is the commitment to learning 
about you, the donor, and fi nding how your 
passions can help our philanthropies grow.

Kids like Jenna and 
Hudson are why we 
support RiteCare. 

I’ll continue to 
share their heart-
warming stories. 


