
Offi cial publication of the Scottish Rite bodies of the 

May-June, 2018  • Volume VIII, Issue 3

ORIENT OF NEBRASKA • May/June 2018 1

. . . continued on page 7

Scottish Rite Professor of Speech Pathology AnnouncedScottish Rite Professor of Speech Pathology Announced
See page 6 for story. . . See page 6 for story. . . 

Features:Features:
Alliance Welcomes Pokey Davis to Alliance Welcomes Pokey Davis to 
Offi ceOffi ce

Hastings to Host All-State ReunionHastings to Host All-State Reunion

Lincoln Renovations Continue Lincoln Renovations Continue 

Omaha Celebrates Love on Ladies Omaha Celebrates Love on Ladies 
Night at the ‘RiteNight at the ‘Rite

RiteCare newsRiteCare news

. . . and much more! . . . and much more! 

I received a Masonic publication in the 
mail recently with the call for MORE 

MEMBERS, with the rationale that it 
holds off  dues increases. 

I am all for increased membership in our 
Masonic bodies, but at the risk of making 
myself unpopular, I would rather pay dra-
matically more for my Masonic member-
ships than to create a degree mill of guys 
joining just because an increased mem-
bership creates the numbers that keep 
costs low. 

Way back, when “worthy and well-recom-
mended” men joined, the question wasn’t 
whether his proposer liked him or he 
was a fun-loving fellow, but did he have 
the respect and standing in the commu-
nity? Th is had nothing to do with wheth-
er he was a banker or a delivery man. It 
had to with the strength of his character.

By the 20th century, Masons moved from 
the humble space over the general store to 
luxurious quarters in a multi-story build-
ing downtown and began calling our 
buildings “temples” and “cathedrals.” We 
began bringing in hundreds of men. Ma-
sonry was still a true investment and you 
certainly didn’t join Masonry for a lark. 

A Tehama Shrine program from 1930 re-
cords dues of $12.00/year – the equivalent 
of $173 in today’s values. A man paid $88 
to petition Tehama Shrine in 1930, the 
equivalent of a whopping $1,269 in today’s 
dollars! In November, 1914, a member 
joining the Dedication Class of the Val-
ley of Omaha Scottish Rite paid $141.50, 
or $2,128 in today’s dollars! By 1975, pe-
titioning the Omaha Scottish Rite cost 
$150, or $710 in today’s dollars. Our own 
SGIG paid $195 to join in February, 1980, 
or $618 in today’s values. Dues, however, 
stagnated at $17.50 for most of the 1980s, 
decreasing from a value of $63 to $36.  

If we are looking at MORE MEMBERS 
simply to play a numbers game to keep 
dues low, we are certainly going about it 
backwards. Instead, we need to look at 
the nature of the product, rather than the 
price tag. 

Shrine picnic, c. 1958 - about the high water-
mark of Masonic membership nationally. 

Danny (32°) and Becca WhitlowDanny (32°) and Becca Whitlow
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May 4-5 ............................................. Lincoln Spring Reunion (L)
May 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 ...................Wednesday Masonic Lunch (H)
May 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 ......................Th ursday Masonic Lunch (L)
May 10 ........................................................Give Hastings Day (H)
May 16 ........................ Spring Outing at Papillion Gun Club (O)
May 16 ....................................................................Table Lodge (L)
May 17, 18, 19 ..................................Omaha Spring Reunion (O)
May 19 ......................................Celebrating the Craft  (A, H, L, O)
May 23 .................................................................Omaha Gives (O)
May 31 ......................................................Give to Lincoln Day (L)
Jun 6, 13, 20, 27 .........................Wednesday Masonic Lunch (H)
Jun 7, 14, 21, 28 ..............................Th ursday Masonic Lunch (L)
Jun 2 (tentative) ...............Nebraska Shrine Bowl (Kearney, NE)
Jun 3 ................................................Broadway Series: Wicked (O)
Jun 13 ..............................RiteCare Classic at Pacifi c Springs (O)
Jun 20 .................. Scottish Rite Club meeting in Friend, NE (L)
Jun 23 ...................................................WalkRite for RiteCare (O)
Jul 4, 11, 18, 25 ..........................Wednesday Masonic Lunch (H)
Jul 5, 12, 19, 26 ...............................Th ursday Masonic Lunch (L)
Jul 15-19 ..........................Shrine Imperial Session (Daytona, FL)
Jul 18............................................. Scottish Rite Family Picnic (L)
Jul 20...................... 100th Anniversary Prince Hall Banquet (O)
Aug 12 ........... Scottish Rite Family Picnic (Vennelyst Park) (O)
Aug 17 ................ 33° Banquet at Nebraska Club in Lincoln, NE
Oct 12-13 ...Nebraska Statewide Scottish Rite Reunion (at Hastings)

Oct 19 ............ Friends of Scottish Rite Dinner and Auction (O)

Lodge of Perfection meetings:
Alliance, 4th Friday of each month

May 25, June 22, July-August (Dark), Sept 28

Hastings, 1st Tuesday of each month
May 1, June 5, July 3, Aug 7, Sept 4

Lincoln, 3rd Wednesday of each month
May 16, June 20, July 18 (family picnic), Aug 15, Sept 19

Omaha, 3rd Monday of each month
May 14, June 18, July 16, Aug 20, Sept 17

For more information
contact the General Secretary in your Valley

Gene Gatti (Alliance)  ............................................ (308) 762-4324

Phil Odom (Hastings) ............................................ (402) 462-5813

Bruce Wood (Lincoln) ........................................... (402) 435-2144

John Maxell (Omaha) ............................................. (402) 342-1300

Alliance Masonic Center has a 
new Offi  ce Manager. Aft er thir-

teen years of running our offi  ce, we 
say goodbye with appreciation to Jana 
Osborn. She has moved to Mesa, Ari-
zona, aft er training her replacement.

We welcome as her replacement Mrs. 
Gwen Davis, who is known to us as 
Pokey. Pokey was a teacher in the pri-
vate Christian education fi eld, mostly 
with lower elementary children. She 
taught in Los Angeles County and re-
tired aft er thirty-four years of service. 
Last year, she moved to Alliance, Nebraska with her husband to 
start a new business in graphic art called Davis Designs.

Pokey was raised as a military kid, traveling and seeing many 
places. She attended nineteen diff erent schools in her fi rst 12 
years of education, which made her well rounded and able 
to communicate with people. She has history to the Masons 
through her father John L. Jenkins. She remembers her Father as 
32° Degree Mason, and was proud of being a charter member of 
the Shriner’s in Anchorage, Alaska.  

ALLIANCE VALLEY WELCOMES 
POKEY DAVIS AS OFFICE MANAGER

Freemasonry is more than Reunions 
- It is about the Brotherhood

You’ve heard by 
now that we 

cancelled our Spring 
Reunion, originally 
scheduled for April 
13th and 14th. I am, 
of course, disap-
pointed, because so 
many Brethren work 
so hard during the year 
learning their parts and practicing their Degree work.

But I am not dispirited. Th e Scottish Rite is more than just Re-
unions. Th ey are a major part of what we do, particularly here 
in the Panhandle, but I am reminded of a story about a Grand-
mother who dropped the Easter ham which was promptly gob-
bled up by the dogs right before the family dinner. She was natu-
rally sad, but just as Easter isn’t about the ham, the Scottish Rite 
isn’t about Degrees. Th at’s just a small part of it.

It’s about YOU, the members. It is about fellowship, fun, and the 
social capital we develop as Scottish Rite Masons representing 
dozens of Lodges across hundreds of miles. We will continue 
to meet around the Panhandle over the Spring and Summer 
months. Please reach out to me at gene123@mail.com or call 
(308) 762-4324 if you want us to look at moving a Scottish Rite 
meeting to your Lodge or to a restaurant in your town. If you 

. . .continued on page 3

32° from the Fall, 2014 Reunion
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Alliance Scottish Rite Masonry
want to form a Scottish Rite club or host a Master Craft sman 
program for Masonic education, please let me know, and I will 
help you arrange that. Th e Master Craft sman program has sev-
eral classes, which can be done as group study or self-study, com-
prised of multiple choice questions and a brief essay. Programs 
cover Blue Lodge philosophy and symbolism and Scottish Rite 
philosophy, history and symbolism. Th ese are a great way to pro-
vide education and get men in your Lodge interested and engaged 
in the Craft . Reach out to me and I will be happy to help you get 
the program or set up a group study program at your Lodge. 

Of course, I do have to talk about membership. Membership isn’t 
all we do, but it is the lifeblood of the organization. Please con-
tinue to reach out to prospective members and explain the value 
in continuing their Masonic journey as a Scottish Rite Mason. 
We will have an all-state Reunion on October 13th in Hastings, 
and I anticipate we will have a Fall Reunion here in Alliance. I 
hope to see you in between and at the Reunions! 

- Gene Gatti, 33°
General Secretary

gene123@mail.com

continued from page 2

Look at those old Scottish Rite Reunion 
photos on the wall, when 30, 50, 80 or 

even more than 100 men fi lled he theater 
to receive the Degrees of the Scottish Rite. 
Perhaps you were in one of those classes.

But think about the men you aren’t seeing 
in those class photos – the 200 Brothers it 
took just to do the Degree work, and the 
men behind the scenes on the stage, in the 
costume room, or setting up the stage and 
drops Degrees. Back then, the Bank had 
a degree team, the Railroad had a degree 
team, the phone company had a degree 
team, and the Lodges had degree teams 
(many travelling from far out of town)– it 
was a point of pride that the 23rd degree 
belonged to this Lodge and the 19th De-
gree belonged to that company!

It was truly a REUNION – whether Breth-
ren were active Scottish Rite Masons or 
only came back once or twice a year for 
those degrees, they came back, caught up 

Remember when a Reunion was 
Really a REUNION?

“I used to be Degree Director for the 32° and was on the 
16° Degree team for years. Th is is the fi rst time I’ve been 
to a Reunion in more than 20 years. I’m glad I came back 
to see the Reunion again!”

Th e Orient of Nebraska Scottish Rite is 
working to bring back the tradition of the 
REUNION. All Scottish Rite Masons are 
challenged and invited to come down to see 
a few degrees or the entire Reunion, meet 
our new Princes of the Royal Secret, and 
stay aft erward to welcome the brethren and 
enjoy a dinner or reception.  True Masonic 
Brotherhood happens as oft en when Breth-
ren break bread together, share a laugh and 
meet on the level as it happens in the Lodge 
room.

You are part of this 150 year old Reunion 
tradition in Nebraska. Come down for 
some of the degrees if you can or stay for all 
of the Reunion. Catch up with old friends, 
make new ones, and welcome our new 
Princes of the Royal Secret into this tradi-
tion. If you haven’t been back in a while, 
you may even fi nd you want to get involved 
again yourself!

On Saturday October 13th, the Orient of 
Nebraska will be hosting a statewide Re-
union in Hastings. Each Valley is invited to 
bring candidates for courtesy work, and we 
are hoping to welcome Degree teams from 
around the state. Th ere will be a reception 
on Friday night and with the Degrees con-
ferred on Saturday. A block of hotel rooms 
will be available for those staying the night.

with old friends and met new ones. Like to-
day, they sat around behind the scenes to 
solve the problems of the world, ate donuts 
and drank coff ee, and shared a laugh while 
welcoming the new Brethren.

Aft erward, the Brethren stayed around 
for a banquet, and it was commonplace to 
serve 500 Brothers in the banquet hall (we 
can only assume the Fire Marshal was not 

Be part of this tradition that includes thou-
sands of Brethren stretching over 125 years 
and across the state. Call the Central Ne-
braska Scottish Rite at Hastings at (402) 
462-5813 or more information about the 
statewide Reunion! 

a Brother). Sometimes overfl ow seating 
would spill into a side dining room or the 
lobby. A speaker would be brought in to ad-
dress a major theme of the day, and Broth-
ers looked forward to the pageantry and 
spectacle of a Reunion. 
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2018 Lincoln Calendar
April 28 ..............................Walk for RiteCare
May 4-5 .................................Spring Reunion
May 16 ..........................................Table Lodge
May 31 ............................Give to Lincoln Day
June 20 ......... SR Club Dinner in Friend, NE
July 18 ........................................ Family Picnic
October 13 ...............................Feast of Tishri
December 1 .....RiteCare Children’s Christmas party
December 8 .................... Christmas Banquet
January 26, 2019 .........Robert Burns Dinner

Last Wednesday of each month
Burger Night (5:30 to 7 pm)

Th ursday Lunches at 11:45 ($6)

The Lincoln Scottish Rite Preservation Foundation has supported the Lincoln Boys 
Choir since 2002, providing resources for the choir and welcoming the boys for prac-

tice in the main Lodge room. Th is year, the Lincoln Boys Choir welcomed 300 guests to 
the Scottish Rite on February 25th for their 2018 Midwinter Concert. Th e Scottish Rite 
hosted a reception aft erward with cookies, punch and coff ee. Th e concert also supported 
the Lincoln RiteCare Clinic, which resulted in a $740 donation to the Lincoln Scottish Rite 
Preservation Foundation. 

SAVE THE DATE

LINCOLN SPRING
REUNION
MAY 4-5th, 2018

www.ScottishRiteLincoln.orgGAME
LOWER BOX

1

Small Dining Room the Next Project for 
Renovation as part of Lincoln Valley 
Capital Campaign

Aft er the success-
ful fi rst phases of 

the Lincoln Scottish Rite 
capital campaign, which 
included modern HVAC, 
renovations to the Great 
Hall and the lobby, the 
Temple Board has decided 
that the next project will 
be to spruce up the small 
dining room. Th e plans 
are to install a new ceiling 
with lights which can be 
dimmed, new paint and 
new carpeting. Th e project 
architects are exploring ways 
to potentially cover up the old doorways 
and the west wall. Th e wall on the east end 
has been patched and is ready for paint.

Aft er talking to a third party vendor about 
renting the building, they suggested the 
small dining room would make an excel-
lent venue for small weddings, receptions 
or dinners, and would be very useful as a 
serving area for large events in the main 
dining area. All that is needed is some fresh 
paint on the walls and new carpet.

While the ceiling installers are here we may 
have them install a new ceiling in the coat 
room off  of the main lounge area.

Another area of concern is the ceiling in the 

main hall on second fl oor. Due to a steam 
leak when we were still using the old boiler 
system, some of the paint is pealing. At this 
time we do not have a bid or a price of the 
cost to do this.

By April, the new sound system in the large 
lodge room should be installed and work-
ing. Th is system was made possible through 
two very generous donations.

As always, we need your continued gener-
osity and support. Th is is YOUR Valley and 
in the end, this is your building and an in-
vestment in you, so come down to see your 
Valley at our business meetings on the 3rd 
Wednesday of each month, dinners and 
events, and Reunions! 

Next phase of renovations for the Lincoln Valley Scottish 
Rite: the small dining room

Saturday, April 28, 2018

Lincoln Children’s Zoo
Registration begins at 10:00

Walk beginning at 10:30
www.ScottishRiteLincoln.org/walk
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A bit of freezing rain was no deterrent 
for the heartiest Scottish Rite Ma-

sons. About 80 Scottish Rite Masons and 
their ladies turned out on February 19 
for the annual Ladies Night at the ‘Rite, 
our celebration of our ladies and all they 
do for us throughout the year. 

Th e evening began with cocktails in the 
lounge and the Scottish Rite Ethics Series 
in the Middle Chamber. Th e topic was: 
Resolved that “Dreamers” shall have ac-
cess to legal residency, including the es-
sential rights and duties of citizenship. 
Our speakers were  Richard Galusha, an 
Associate Professor of Arts and Sciences 
and Director of the Kirkpatrick Signa-
ture Series at Bellevue University, and 
Douglas Kagan, President of the Nebras-
ka Taxpayers for Freedom. Rick has done 
scholarly research on illegal “Dreamers” 
in the United States. Doug has been one 
of the leading opponents in Nebraska of 
illegal immigration.

Tod (32°) and Julie McConahay

Chris Carter, 32° KCCH served as mod-
erator as Richard and Douglas debated 
Dreamers and the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) and Lee 
Terry, 33° coordinated the speakers for 
the Ethics Series. 

Aft er the debate, the Culinary Masters 
served baked salmon with wild rice, 
mixed vegetables, salad and rolls, with ice 
cream served by the Knights of St. An-
drew. Our entertainment was local leg-
endary pianist Ray Williams, who played 
throughout the evening. Aft er an excel-
lent dinner, the line offi  cers presented the 
ladies with gift s and potted plants from 
Mulhall’s. 

Ladies Night at the ‘Rite has been a long 
tradition at the Scottish Rite, and defi -
nitely a fun evening not worth missing! 
Mark your calendar for next February 
and plan to be here for a great evening 
celebrating our ladies. 

Celebrating Love: Scottish Rite Recognizes Our 
Ladies At Annual Ladies Night at the ‘Rite Dinner

Susan and Bob (32° KCCH) Whipple
Moving at the speed of Masonry is of-

ten a by-word for moving slower than 
molasses in winter. But sometimes when 
you blink, you miss momentous events in 
Freemasonry. Th e March business meeting 
was certainly one of those evenings. 

In addition to announcing the endowed 
Scottish Rite Professorship in Speech-Lan-
guage Pathology (see page 6 for story),  we 
began the evening celebrating St. Patrick’s 
Day with Irish dance from Dowd’s Irish 
Dance Academy. Dancers from age 4 to 11 
wowed 80 Scottish Rite Masons and their 
ladies with traditional Irish step dancing. 
In the Irish theme, Chris Nigro, 32° KCCH, 
Venerable Master for the Lodge of Perfec-
tion, “fi ned” anyone not wearing green, 
raising a tidy sum for the Almoner’s Fund. 

Aft er dinner, John Maxell, 33° recognized 
the offi  cers of the Consistory, presenting 
them with a traveling award. Th is award 
will recognize an offi  cer line each year for 
attendance at Line Offi  cer Guild meetings, 
visitations to Blue Lodges, programs and 
presentations, and leadership. Don Kavalec, 
32° KCCH, Venerable Master for 2017 was 
recognized for setting the example for each 
of the four Scottish Rite bodies. 

Bob Pelletier, 32° was also recognized for 
completing the three Master Craft sman 
self-study programs, covering Craft  Ma-
sonry and Scottish Rite history and phi-
losophy. Bob has diligently attended the 
Master Craft sman study groups, which 
Don moderates each month. Bob was pre-
sented with a certifi cate, a lapel pin, and a 
medal for completing the Master Craft s-
man courses. 

Th e Consistory offi  cers recognized for their 
leadership among the Line Offi  cer Guild

RITECARE CLASSIC
Golf Outing20

18
20

Save the Date

Pacifi c Springs Golf Course

Lunch 11 AM | Shotgun Start 12 PM

JUNE 13, 2018 
WEDNESDAY

Call the offi  ce to register or visit 
ScottishRiteOmaha.org/Golf

(16810 Harney Street, Omaha, Nebraska)
Lee Terry, 33° arranged a tour last Feb-

ruary at the KETV-7 television stu-
dios in the former Burlington train sta-
tion. Lee was an anchor with KETV from 
1959 until 1976. Members and guests 
toured the news station, built in 1898, 
admiring the renovations which modern-
ized the building while retaining many 
original architectural features. 

Making News
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When the UNK RiteCare Clinic be-
gan telepractice speech therapy ser-

vices in 2012, Mr. Michael May, 32° KCCH 
from the North Carolina Scottish Rite 
Foundation traveled to Kearney to learn 
more about telepractice in hopes of doing 
the same in North Carolina.  Th e North 
Carolina Valleys have continued interest 
in off ering telepractice speech therapy.  
Laura Moody, Speech-Language Patholo-
gist from the University of Nebraska at 
Kearney, provided an online presentation 
to the Masons of North Carolina along 
with Dr. Gail Donaldson, Chair of the De-
partment of Communication Sciences and 
Disorders from Appalachian State Univer-
sity, about how the UNK RiteCare Clinic 
developed telepractice services and con-
tinues to provide them today.

Topics during the presentation included 
research showing the benefi ts of teleprac-
tice, the methods UNK used to get started, 
as well as, how to train graduate students at 
universities to provide telepractice speech 
therapy.  Th e ability to provide telepractice 
services through RiteCare Clinics off ers 
unique training opportunities for graduate 
students, which broadens their knowledge 
for future employment in rural communi-
ties.  While telepractice can be benefi cial 
for rural communities, it can also reach in-
dividuals in urban areas who have a physi-
cal limitation to travel to the clinic in their 
community.  Th anks to the opportunity 
to initiate telepractice through RiteCare 
Clinics, speech therapy can be off ered to 
individuals in all communities who may 
not have access to it otherwise.

by Laura Moody, M.S.Ed, CCC-SLP
UNK Department of Communication Disorders

moodyln@unk.edu

The March Scottish Rite Lodge dinner 
and meeting was an auspicious occa-

sion. Aft er more than a year, the UNMC 
Scottish Rite Foundation of Nebraska Pro-
fessorship in Speech-Language Pathol-
ogy was fully endowed, with more than 
$515,000 donated toward a professorship. 
Interest income will fund the professorship 
in perpetuity. Dr. Amy Nordness, Director 
of the UNMC Munroe-Meyer Institute’s 
RiteCare program, was named the fi rst 
Scottish Rite Professor. 

Dr. Karoly Mirnics, Director of the Mun-
roe-Meyer Institute (MMI), joined Scottish 
Rite Masons to make the announcement 
with Charles V. Sederstrom, Jr., 33°, SGIG 
in Nebraska. Th is professorship, Dr. Mir-
nics said, allows MMI to grow and brings 
national attention to the Institute. It helps 
future faculty recruitment and retention, 
attracting the best and brightest to the 
UNMC community. And as important, be-
ing named as the endowed professor repre-
sents a lifetime of exceptional achievement. 
In that respect, as Dr. Mirnics seeks to ex-
pand MMI’s role, he applauded Dr. Nord-
ness’ “entrepreneurial spirit.” “If you let her 
do her job, she does amazing things,” he 
said. She has doubled the size of her depart-
ment, taking on all of Nebraska Medicine’s 
speech contracts. As MMI reorganizes in 
time to move into a new building on the 
AkSarBen campus by 2020, Dr. Nordness

Scottish Rite Foundation of Nebraska Professor-
ship in Speech-Language Pathology Awarded

Left  to right: Dr. Amy Nordness, Charles Sederstrom, Jr., 33°, and Dr. Karoly Mirnics

will take on new roles. Th ese include grow-
ing and expanding services, such as help-
ing non-verbal children adapt technologies 
which allow them to write using their eyes. 

Dr. Nordness thanked Scottish Rite Ma-
sons for their genuine support of children 
of all abilities, for a 40 year commitment 
to speech pathology, supporting therapy 
for kids who might otherwise not receive 
services, and to the speech therapists who 
receive funding and continuing education. 
As the Scottish Rite Professor, she will strive 
to higher levels of excellence in these areas. 

Th e road to the professorship began years 
before when the Scottish Rite Foundation 
of Omaha began donating $10,000 toward 
a professorship at MMI. Without an ac-
tual Speech Pathology Professor for several 
years, the fund grew. In 2016, Dr. Karoly 
made an off er we couldn’t refuse - if the 
Scottish Rite Foundation would support the 
cost of the professorship with our quarterly 
donations to MMI, he would fi nd alterna-
tive funding for the RiteCare operations for 
a year. Th is allowed the fund to be fully en-
dowed in a year. 

As Dr. Mirnics said, “[the Scottish Rite Ma-
sons] allows kids to lead fulfi lling lives. We 
do this over and over again for thousands of 
kids. Th ank you for caring for those with-
out a strong voice.” 
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Membership, continued
If “cheap” was the measurement, we’d all 
drive a $4,000 Yugo. Instead, we value our 
car based on its performance, its reliability 
and its luxury. Th us, we take care of the in-
vestment in a car. If that 2018 Cadillac you 
just spent $55,000 on was only $500, you’d 
never bother with oil changes, car washes 
or maintenance. When it breaks down, 
you’d leave it on the side of the road, walk 
home, and get another. 

Many fi ne Brethren treat their Masonry 
like the $500 car. When they tire of it, they 
simply walk away from their minimal in-
vestment in the Degrees. We see this re-
fl ected in the suspension lists, particularly 
in that 3 to 5 year period aft er a man be-
comes a Mason. 

Th e other side of this proverbial fl apjack is 
that if we are advocating for higher dues,

Owen was our fi rst 
born son and so as 

new parents, everything 
was (and still is) a new 
adventure.  We knew 
that babies develop at 
their own pace and we 
were warned against 
comparing Owen to oth-
ers, but as his parents it 
was diffi  cult as Owen 
was not hitting the same 
milestones as other tod-
dlers his age. Specifi cally, 
Owen was not talking 
and others were.  However, there were oth-
er gross motor skills that Owen displayed 
with ease, in fact even surpassing others.

When Owen was 2 years old we enrolled 
him in the Early Development Network 
(EDN) through Omaha Public Schools.  We 
participated with in-home services and the 
professionals were very kind and caring, 
but Owen still did not speak.  In September, 
2016, Owen received an educational diag-
nosis of Autism Spectrum Disorder and 
transitioned to a Pre-K program through 
Omaha Public Schools.  Th rough this pro-
gram, he has developed great social skills 

OO
fi

WEENN‘‘SS STOORR YY
but was still not speak-
ing. Th e most frustrat-
ing feeling as a parent 
is watching your child 
not have a way to ex-
press himself and tell 
his parents that he does 
not feel well, someone 
hurt his feelings, he is 
hungry, he is tired, etc. 

Although the EDN 
network was very help-
ful, we 
b e g a n 

looking at other profes-
sionals to assist Owen with 
his speech.  In September 
of 2017, Owen received a 
medical diagnosis of Autism 
Spectrum Disorder from the 
professionals at the Munroe-
Meyer Institute.  Th e recom-
mendations from Owen’s 
team of professionals includ-
ed speech pathology services 
and also parent training for 
us.  We began working with 
Leslie VanWinkle and since that time, we 
have seen tremendous progress with Owen!

Leslie recommended a communication 
device and since receiving it, he has be-
gun speaking and now says nearly 2 dozen 
words.  Leslie has been such an angel to our 
Owen and has gone above and beyond. For 
example, Leslie went to Owen’s preschool to 
meet with his teachers to work together and 
give assistance working with Owen and his 
communication device.  Leslie even pro-
grammed the lesson plans in the device for 
the teachers so it could assist them in class 
when working with Owen.  

We have been so grate-
ful for Leslie and have 
learned so much through 
our parenting training 
sessions. We are so grate-
ful for the Scottish Rite 
Masons and their support 
of children with language 
delays and their parents. 
We have hope now that 
our son will speak and 
feel we have such a great 
support system with Les-
lie and others at the Mun-
roe-Meyer Institute.

Your generosity is so appreciated!  

submitted by Kendal and Kyle
RiteCare parents

We are so 
grateful for 
the Scottish 

Rite Masons and 
their support of 
children with 
language delays 
and their 
parents.

“

“

we better be providing an exceptional ex-
perience to justify the price tag. Th e Lodge 
meeting needs to be more than a tedious 
discussion, followed by a bit of fellowship 
over stale cookies aft erward. A warm wel-
come starts the evening off  on the right foot, 
followed by social activities which makes

men want to attend. Interesting programs, 
whether in Lodge or apart from the Lodge 
meeting, enrich the Masonic experience. 

Masonic blogger Chris Hodapp writes, 
“Any organization that is cheap to join and 
belong to requires little sense of commit-
ment, pride or belonging from its mem-
bers. Any organization that is easy to join 
is also easy to walk away from. Th e act of 
joining the world’s oldest, greatest gentle-
man’s fraternity should be an achievement 
and require certain ongoing responsibili-
ties.” 

Like our Masonic forefathers who built 
this enduring fraternity, we need to go 
back to a fi rm belief in Freemasonry and 
the greatness of our Lodges, and that in-
cludes re-evaluating how we price them 
and the value we give for those hard-
earned dollars. 

Th ese men believed in Freemasonry. Th eir dues 
weren’t cheap. . . yet they joined in the thousands 
because they received value for their investment. 



Micah I. Evans, 33°, 
Orient Development Director

micah@SRNE.org

“ “

    Your dues change the light bulbs. 
      Your donations change the world.
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VOICEGiving the Gift of

   Name                  Valley       
Charles Bukin  Lincoln
Gary Bunnell  Omaha
Th omas Clark  Omaha
Micah Evans  Omaha
Tom Eyman  Omaha
David Fisher  Hastings
Michael Gray  Lincoln
Charles Hastings  Hastings
Karel Kapek  Omaha
William Kimme  Omaha
Frank Kroupa  Omaha
Hughes Morris, Jr. Omaha
Charlie Odorizzi  Omaha
Steven Poulson  Omaha
Homer Puderbaugh Lincoln
Kenneth Rodabaugh  Omaha
Michael Roe  Lincoln
Charles Sederstrom, Jr. SGIG in NE
Charles Sohm  Omaha
Ronald Stites  Omaha
James Turpen  Omaha
Dan Welllendorf  Omaha

Th anks to the generosity of numerous 
Scottish Rite Masons, Nebraska RiteC-
are children receive all the services they 
need, without regard to a family’s abil-
ity to pay. Please consider a donation 
or pledge and join these Brethren in 
making a signifi cant impact on our 
ability to provide fi rst-rate Speech 
and Language Th erapy for Nebraska 
children. 

Charter SGIG’s 
CIRCLE Donors

hen you read the stories about 
how our Scottish Rite philan-
thropy helps RiteCare kids across 

the state, do you realize that you are the 
hero of the story? When the proverbial Bat 
Signal goes up, you have leapt into action 
and answered the call time and time again! 
You’ve supported RiteCare services across 
the state, the Teachers of the Year awards 
in Hastings and Lincoln, scholarships, and 
the upkeep and renovations on our histor-
ical buildings. In fact, this past March, you 
endowed more than a half-million dollars 
for the Scottish Rite Foundation of Ne-
braska Professorship in Speech-Language 
Pathology. Future generations of speech 
pathologists will receive training and edu-
cation thanks to you. 

If that doesn’t qualify as “super,” I don’t 
know what does!

To quote the 2004 movie Th e Incredibles, 
the problem with being a superhero is 
“No matter how many times you save the 
world, it always manages to get back in 
jeopardy again. Sometimes I just want it 
to stay saved!” 

It would be nice if we could help the 
RiteCare children, dust our hands and re-
turn to the life of a mild-mannered Ma-
son. Unfortunately, it doesn’t work that 
way and the need always continues. Rest 
assured, it is making a diff erence to thou-
sands of children who would otherwise 
not have access to nationally-recognized 
speech therapy, would not be able to so-
cialize with their peers, and continue their 
education as lifelong learners. 

W           W           

On May 19th, the Scottish Rite again joins 
in Celebrating the Craft , a telethon which 
supports the House of the Temple and your 
local Valley’s philanthropies. You can watch 
through www.scottishrite.org or participate 
at your Valley. Your donation to your lo-
cal Valley’s Foundation as a Century Club 
donor or through the Community Founda-
tion online donor days (Hastings-May 10th; 
Omaha-May 23rd; Lincoln-May 31st) con-
tinues to make a dramatic impact. In July, 
you’ll receive the 101-Club/SGIG Circle 
appeal letter. 100% of your tax-deductible 
donation to the Scottish Rite Foundation of 
Nebraska goes to supports speech therapy. 
A charitable gift  annuity or a planned gift  
will leave your long-term legacy for our 
RiteCare kids and our philanthropies. 

You have done a lot for the Scottish Rite 
and our Masonic charities. Th ank you for 
continuing to answer that call! 


